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Mr Prime Minister,  
Ministers, 
Mr Governor,  
Mayors,  
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
I am pleased and honoured to be here today with you for the 
inauguration of the pumping stations of the “Tubas-Tamoun 
water scheme project” fianced by the French Development 
Agency (AFD) and implemented by the Palestinian Water 
Authority (PWA). This major project is an impressive 
achievement of the cooperation between France and Palestine.  
 
As you all know, a sustainable management of water resources 
- as well as an equitable access to potable water and sanitation 
- is one of the most significant challenges of our century. It is a 
key issue to support sustainable development, to fight poverty 
and, in many countries, to ensure peace and stability.  
 
What is true all over the world is even more obvious in 
Palestine where water is a core issue of the negociations that 
will lead to the establishment of a viable Palestinian State.  
 
Since France believes that enhancing this sector is crucial for 
Palestine’s future water has been the main priority of the 
French Development Agency in Palestine. With around 100 
M€ granted to water and sanitation projects since 1998, this 
sector represents 50% of the agency’s commitments for your 
country.   
 
Since the 2007 Paris conference, 45 M€ have been invested in 
the water sector through 7 projects and an important effort in 
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this field has been made in the North of the West Bank, 
especially in Jenin and Tubas Governorates. 
 
Through a constant and fruitful dialogue with PWA, AFD 
identified projects in line with the three main priorities of the 
sector :   
 
1. Increasing the water production through a modernization of 
the wells allowing an expansion of the average per capita 
water consumption ;  

 
2. Building wastewater treatment plants protecting the 
environment and increasing the water resources for 
agricultural use, with the objective of strengthening the rural 
economy ; 

 
3. Supporting the reform set out by the Head of PWA Dr 
Shaddad Attili.  
 
The project we have the pleasure to inaugurate today perfectly 
illustrates AFD’s approach in the field of water supply :   
 
1. Through the equipment of Tubas and Tammoun wells, 
around 5 000 additional metric cubes per day will be 
distributed to the people living in Tammoun and Tubas ; 21 
000 people will be connected in the coming weeks to the water 
network and will thereby stop relying on trucking supply or 
rain water. These people will benefit from a better water 
provided at a lower price while around 57 000 people will 
benefit from an improved service. 
 
2. Thanks to the support given to the Tubas Joint Water 
Service and Sanitation Council, the area will be served by a 
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sustainable and skilled institution which will be closer to its 
customers. 
 
3. With the interconnection pipe built between Maythaloun 
and Tubas wells, the Maythaloun water scheme and the Tubas 
water scheme will now be able to supply each other, thus 
securing the water supplied to the local population. 
 
4. With an additional 4,5 M€ granted by AFD in 2012 and 
with the contribution of the French regional agency for water 
Adour Garonne, the Aqqaba and Tayaseer villages will soon 
benefit from the same service.  
 
This remarkable project is also the result of a productive 
cooperation between different institutions : 
 
- The PWA staff who has been fully involved in the 
implementation and monitoring of the project, 
 
- The West Bank Water Department staff who is operating the 
wells, 
 
- The Tubas Joint water Service and Sanitation Council which 
will now manage the water distribution, 
 
- The Mayors of Tubas and Tammoun who convinced their 
fellow citizens to support these ambitious projects, 
 
- and finally France, through AFD's continuous support to all 
actors.  
 
The next challenge will be to provide a sustainable and high 
level water service to the population throughout the year.  
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To reach this objective it is essential to have a high fees 
recovery of the customers’ bills.  
 
PWA and the Tubas JWSC have already requested to benefit 
from a pre-paid meter system, leading AFD to expand its 
funding in order to deal with this issue. 
 
We hope this financial support from France will allow the 
development of a new model that will be replicated all over 
Palestine, as it is currently implemented for electricity supply.  
 

* 
 
Mr Prime Minister, I know thatwater issues have been at the 
top of your political priorities. 
  
Your action in this field - as in many other sectors - has been 
particularly successful and recognized as such by all the 
partners of the Palestinian Authority. 
 
Today, I am extremely proud to inaugurate with you this 
outstanding example of the French-Palestinian cooperation.  
 
In line with what has been said by President Hollande, I want 
to assure you that it is France’s firm intention to maintain and 
strengthen its cooperation which aims, in addition to our 
political support, at building the State of Palestine.  
 
 
 

 

 


